
Rare Bear Hacks: 
Tips and Tricks for Creating the Best Character Bear 

 
Picking Out Fabric: 

1. Once you have fabric with your chosen character on it, think about what other colors 
coordinate with that character. For instance, red would go with a Mario themed bear or 
an Incredibles themed bear. This way, if you can only find one fabric with your chosen 
character on it, your whole bear will still look cohesive and be within your chosen theme. 

2. Don’t be afraid of colors that are not traditionally “little kid” colors. Kids like black, grey, 
red, navy blue, etc. too. Pick the color that looks the best with your chosen character 
fabric and the kids will be sure to love it. 

3. Think about using solids, blenders, or generic patterns (ie: stripes, polka dots, etc.) as 
your complimentary fabric. This will ensure the character fabric is the focal point and the 
theme of the bear is clear. As an added bonus, fabrics like blenders will be able to go 
with multiple themes so it is likely that one color of blender will be able to coordinate with 
multiple bear characters. 

4. Most importantly, think about the kids! The goal is to make this bear their new favorite 
toy. It should be instantly recognizable as their favorite character and should be themed 
for them specifically. Remember, it may be hard to gift a bear to a little boy that has both 
Transformers fabric and ballerina fabric on it. 

 
Creating your Bear: 

1. If you have a hard time deciding where to put different fabrics, we made you a quick 
guide. Simply follow the chart below. It only requires two fabrics and if you cut carefully 
you can get all of your pieces out of ⅓ yard of each fabric.  

a. Tip: If you are  a regular RARE Bear maker, an easy tip for getting the pieces on 
the right fabric is to trace the pattern pieces onto template plastic, making a left 
and a right (by turning the pattern over and tracing it again for the other side). 
You can write on the template plastic what piece it is, any markings, how many to 
cut of each fabric and which fabric to use. (We write “character” or “coordinate” 
on the template to easily separate the pieces and to avoid any confusion. This 
helps in laying out all of the pieces on the fabric to make sure they fit before you 
start cutting. 

 

Character fabric Complimentary fabric 

1. Head Center 
2. Inside Ears 
3. Head Back (R) 
4. Body Front (R) 
5. Body Back (L) 
6. Legs Outside 
7. Arms Outside 

 

1. Head Sides 
2. Outside Ears 
3. Head Back (L) 
4. Body Front (L) 
5. Body Back (R) 
6. Legs Inside 
7. Arms Inside 
8. Nose 
9. Sole (RARE Bear fabric) 
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2. Think about fussy cutting a little bit. If your character fabric has a great opportunity to 

fussy cut your chosen character, think about putting that on the Head Center piece, or if 
its a larger print, maybe fussy cut your character on one of the Body Front pieces. 

a. If you are going to make an accessory for your bear, think about placement if you 
are fussy cutting.  For example, if you are making a Zelda bear and want to make 
the green hat to go with it, fussy cut the character so it is lower on the Head 
Center piece and lands below the rim of the hat.  

 
Adding Accessories: 

1. If you want to go above and beyond, think about adding an accessory or two to your 
bear. A hat, shield, skirt, or scarf can go a long way in making your bear extra special 
and it only takes a few extra minutes. 

a. Read the accessory patterns before constructing your bear, some accessories 
are incorporated into the construction of the bear. 

2. When picking an accessory, remember your theme. A scarf on a Harry Potter bear 
makes it extra special, a shield might just be confusing.  

3. If you do add an accessory, remember to whip or slip stitch any straps, hat rims, skirt 
waists, etc. all the way around the bear so that no little fingers can get caught in any 
seams. This also ensures that the accessories don’t get lost in the shuffle from home to 
hospital and back again.  
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